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Pastor Prince Charles                                                    Week 4: October 30, 2005

40 Days Campaign Sermons

CREATED TO BECOME LIKE CHRIST
Introduction

We are continuing our series on the 40 Days of Purpose. In Week One we learned that our first purpose is to get to know and love God; and that’s called Worship.   And last week we learned that God wants us to learn to love other people and get along in His family and the Bible calls that Fellowship.

Today we look at the third purpose for which God put us on this planet. In Romans 8:29 we read that “For from the very beginning God decided that those who came to Him – and He knew who would – should become like His Son”.  Also in Ephesians 4:15, we read that “God wants us to grow up…like Christ in everything”. From these passages, we note that God’s plan has always been, this is the third purpose, to make you like Jesus Christ, to make human beings like Himself. He wants you to develop His character, the way He thinks, the way He acts, the way He feels, His values, His moral character.  God’s will for you is that you grow up.  
So would you write this down, my third purpose in life is to become like Christ.  This doesn’t happen overnight.   It’s a process, and this process is called “discipleship”, and it takes an entire lifetime.  Distinction: A believer has placed their faith in Christ, but hasn’t gone much farther than that initial decision to believe in Him, either because the resources weren’t offered or available, or because they are not interested. A disciple is not satisfied with just being a believer - they want to go to another level in their relationship with God. A follower of Christ who lives in daily submission to Christ, with the goal of becoming an accurate reflection of Christ. You see, a disciple says I want more - more of God, more of His service, more of His kingdom. 

My hope today is that you will want more. That if you could not characterize yourself as a disciple, then you’ll want to do something about it. And that if you could characterize yourself as a disciple, that you also would want more of Jesus.

It’s going to take the rest of your life for God to build the character qualities of Jesus in you. And so how does God make me like Jesus Christ?”  We’re going to look at three unexpected tools in the life of Jesus Christ.  
1. God uses trouble to teach us to trust Him.  Now in the Bible this word “trouble” is often called “trials”, and “trials” are situations designed by God to draw us closer to Him, to stretch us and to cause us to grow in Him.  They’re not designed to hurt us; they’re designed to help us.  God wants to build character in you.  How does He do it?  Look at the first verse, Romans 5:3-4 “…trouble produces patience, and patience produces character, and character produces hope”.  

Now get this, God is far more interested in your character, than in what you do.  Why?  Because you’re not taking your career to heaven with you, but you are taking your character.  That’s what’s going to last.  And so God says that the goal of life is character, not your career, or your own personal comfort.  Now, until you understand this, life isn't going to make sense.  Every problem has a purpose and it doesn’t matter who caused it. And what is that purpose?  It’s to make me like Jesus Christ, to build character in my life. 
You know Jesus went through many troubles and trials in His life, but His greatest was the night before He was crucified.  He took His disciples to a garden, and under the stress of carrying the weight of the world, He asked His disciples to stay with Him while He prayed.  And notice what it says there. “They came to a garden called Gethsemane and Jesus said to His disciples, ‘Sit here while I pray’.” (Mark 14:32).  Now notice, even Jesus needed friends when He went through troubles.  That’s why you need a small group.  That’s why you need fellowship.  Nobody is supposed to go through the troubles of life alone.  The stress and anguish came over Him, and He said, “The worry in My heart is so great that it almost crushes Me.” (Mark 14:34).  Most of you say, “I know that feeling of when I felt like I couldn’t make it another day.”  And notice how Jesus responded to trouble in the next verse. “Father,” He said, “everything is possible for You.  Please take this cup of suffering away from me.  Yet, I want Your will, not Mine!” (Mark 14:36).  

Now friends, if you’re going to become like Jesus, this is the first lesson you’re going to have to learn.  When you go through trouble, it’s OK to say to God, “God I don’t like this”, but I surrender myself to whatever fulfills your purpose in my life”.  

Now, let me give you a couple of helpful things that will help you along when you 
go through troubles.  Here are a couple of things.  
a. Keep a spiritual journal.  God told Moses to do this when they spent 40 years wandering in the wilderness.  In Numbers 33:2 it says, “At the Lord’s direction, Moses kept a written record of their progress”.  A journal is a recording of the lessons and insights learned in your life.  It helps you see your progress.  

b.
Remember the reward.  In eternity God is going to reward your character development.  The Bible says this “Our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all” (2Cor. 4:17).  Paul says, “You know what? What we’re going through isn’t going to last, and even if it lasted a lifetime, that’s nothing compared to the number of years you’re going to spend in eternity.”  I love this verse in the Message paraphrase.  It says this, “These hard times are small potatoes compared to the coming good times and the lavish celebration prepared for us.”  

No matter what you may be going through, remember that God is using them all to make you like Jesus Christ. 
2. God uses our temptations to teach us to obey Him.  Temptations are situations designed by Satan and they’re intended to harm us. God never tempts us, but God is able, because of the greatness of His power and who He is, to use Satan’s temptations for good in our lives because temptation always provides a choice.  And when I choose for God rather than choosing for Satan, Satan’s plan is ruined and I start to grow in my life.  
Jesus faced temptations. In Matthew 4:1. “Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the desert to be tempted by the devil”.  Now, if Jesus faced temptations, guess what?  You and I are going to face temptations, too.  Here are some truths about temptation that may help us to get through it: It is not a sin to be tempted.  Everyone is tempted in the same ways, all of us.  The Bible says we’re all tempted in the same common ways. And God is able to help us through these temptations.  

It’s important to remember that you’ll never outgrow temptation.  But it’s also important to remember that every temptation is an opportunity to do good, to make the right choice.  It’s a stepping stone toward being more like Jesus Christ.  Notice what Jesus did when he was tempted in Matthew 4:10. Jesus said, “Get out of here, Satan. The scriptures say, worship only the Lord God.  Obey only Him’”.  He confronted the temptation.  

Here’s the point.  Temptation always tests whether you love God more than the temptation.  When I’m tempted by money, it’s a temptation. Do I love God most or do I love money most in my life?  When I’m tempted by a wrong relationship, it’s a temptation. Do I love that person or do I love God more in my life?  When I’m tempted by comfort, my reputation?  Who do I love more?  God or that temptation that’s come into my life?  Choosing to say, “yes” to God, it’s a matter of love.  It’s not a matter of duty.  The Bible tells us that Jesus said, “If you love Me, obey My command”.  

Now, if you want to make it through the temptations of life we all face, there are two things to do:

1. Keep focused on good thoughts. The Bible talks about this in Phil. 4:8 when it says, “Fix your thoughts on what is true and good and right”.  Temptation always starts with getting your attention, and when it gets your attention, it gets you.  Once you turn your thoughts and focus on something positive, good, right, true, those things that God would have us think about, then all of a sudden you’ve pushed out the temptation. You keep focused on good thoughts.  

2. Get a spiritual partner.  One of the ways to defeat temptations is to be open about them, to bring them out into the light.  Get a spiritual partner, someone who can help you.  The Bible tells us in Eccl. 4:9-10, “You’re better off to have a friend than to be all alone…If you fall, your friend can help you up”.    “Go tell someone else about this”.  They’re not going to drop their jaw too far, because guess what? They’ve faced the same kind of temptation as you.  This step of recognizing, “I need someone to help me through this,” is a step that you need to take to begin to set that temptation aside in your life.  At the start of 40 Days, we talked about not going alone, at least getting a reading partner.  The best place to look for this spiritual partner is in your group, somebody that you trust.     

But here’s the question.  What temptation are you facing right now and how could God use that temptation as you choose to obey Him as an opportunity for you to grow in character?  

God wants to make you like Jesus Christ.  He wants to build your character now so you can be rewarded in eternity.  And so today we’ve looked at two of the ways that God uses.  God uses trouble to teach us to trust, and God uses temptation to teach us to obey.  

3. God uses trespasses to teach us to forgive.  Now what in the world are trespasses?  Well, if trials are situations designed by God to draw us closer to Him and temptations are situations designed by the devil to draw us away from Him, from God, then trespasses are situations designed by other people designed to hurt us. Yes, there are people in life who want to hurt you intentionally, and that’s why the Bible says in the Lord’s Prayer, we’re to pray, “forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who have trespassed against us.” 
Now this is the tough one.  It’s one thing to handle trouble and it’s another thing to handle temptation.  But the most difficult tool of all that God uses in our lives to make us like Christ is this one.  And bearing the hurt of other people without retaliation is, without a doubt, the most important and the most difficult step in becoming like Jesus Christ, because it often involves being misunderstood, being criticized, being judged, being hurt physically or emotionally or verbally, it may involve abuse.  

Now let me be real clear. These are not good things.  These are evil things, and God is not the author of evil. But He didn’t even protect His own Son from these things.  Even His own Son was misunderstood and hurt and judged and abused. What makes you think you’re going to be let off the hook?  You see, on the cross Jesus Christ not only carried our sins, He also endured enormous abuse from the people who were right there.  Notice this first verse, Matthew 27:39-44. It says, “The people passing by (looking at Jesus on the cross) shook their heads and hurled insults at Jesus…and the elders made fun of Him…Even the bandits who had been crucified with Him insulted him in the same way.”    And what was His response?  Look at the next verse. “Jesus said, ‘Father, forgive these people, because they don’t know what they are doing’”.  In 1 Pet. 2:23 it says this “They called Him every name in the book and He said nothing back.  He suffered in silence, intent to let God set things right”.    What did Jesus do?  What was His response to trespasses?  He yielded His right to get even.  He absorbed the hurt.  He put up with the pain.  He responded to evil with good.  That’s what Jesus did.  

Now, if you’re going to grow up spiritually and if you’re going to become like Jesus Christ, you’re going to have to learn the same thing.  The truth is in life you’re going to be hurt.  And if you’re going to become like Christ, you have to learn to forgive.  You say, “Well, how do you do that?”  Now again, let me give you two little helps for when people harm you intentionally or unintentionally:

1. Remember that God has forgiven me.  The Bible says “Forgive others, just as God forgave you because of Christ” (Eph. 4:32).  God will never ask you to forgive anybody more than you’ve already been forgiven by Him.  
2. Remember God is in control.  When you’re being hurt by somebody else, yes, they may mean it for bad, but God will use it for good in your life. In fact that’s the very thing Joseph said.  Do you remember Joseph was betrayed by his own family in the Bible, and his brothers took him out?  They sold him into slavery and God exonerated him. Later they met him but did not know who he is.  And when Joseph reveals who he is, they are afraid he is going to kill them.  And yet he says this, there on your outline, “You meant to hurt me, but God turned your evil into good to save the lives of many people, which is being done.” (Genesis 50:20).  He said “You meant it to hurt me but God turned it into good to save the lives of many people”.  

Pastor Rick Warren talks about a 17-year-old young woman in his church who sent him a story about how her neighbor across the street abused her sexually for years.  And she kept it a secret.  But this neighbor was finally caught for the rape of another woman and was put in prison and she was called to testify in court about her experience, just as a young teenager. The last paragraph reads:

“Pastor Rick, by allowing God to take control and lift the burden of my hurt from my heart, God gave me strength.  Today I can truthfully say that because of the trials I’ve faced, I’ve been made stronger.  Recently I read a book called Where is God When It Hurts? and there was a sentence that I’ve found to be true.  It says this, “Faith in God offers no assurance against tragedy, but in every case suffering offers an opportunity for us to display God’s work”.  

That is spiritual maturity. God uses trouble to teach us to trust, and God uses temptation to teach us to obey, and God uses trespasses to teach us to forgive, because we can’t become like Jesus without learning to trust and obey and forgive.  Now I am absolutely convinced of two things:  Your greatest testimony as a believer is how you handle hurt.  How do you respond when other people hurt you?  Do you respond like Jesus did?  The second thing I’m convinced of is that you are most like Christ when you suffer in order to save others.  Who do you need to forgive?  
Conclusion

God’s third purpose for your life is to make you like Jesus Christ.  And if that’s true, then He’s going to take you through everything Jesus went through.  Why would He exempt you?  That means He’s going to take you through a Gethsemane, an experience of trouble, where you learn to trust His love.  He’s going to take you through a desert, an experience of temptation, where you learn to obey Him and do the right thing.  And He’s going to take you to the cross, a time of trespass, where you learn to forgive.  But there is a promise.  Look at these last verses on your outline.  “We go through exactly what Christ goes through”. Here’s the good news. “But if we go through the hard times with Him, then we’re certainly going to go through the good times with Him.” (Rom. 8:17)

Now, I don’t know what you’re going through these days, I don’t know.  But I do know how God wants you to respond to it, regardless of what you’re going through.  I am confident of how God wants you to respond.  It’s the last verse on your outline.  Let’s read it together.  This is this week’s memory verse.  Read it with me. “Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus” (Phil. 2:5).

Let’s bow our heads.  

Dear Father, life makes so much more sense when we realize that it’s not about our career, it’s not about our comfort, it’s all about character and becoming like Jesus.  Help us to use life for the reason You gave it to us.  

Now you pray.  Say,

Dear God, I want to grow in character.  I want to become who You made me to be.  Thank you for the model of Jesus.  I want to become more like Jesus in the way I think and the way I feel and the way I act.  And if that means taking me through troubled times, then I say, “I want Your will for my life”.  And if that means going through a wilderness of temptation, please give me the strength to make the right choices.  And if that means I must endure the hurts of other people, then teach me to forgive as much as You have forgiven me.

If you’ve never opened your life to Jesus Christ, say, “Jesus, I can’t live like you unless I know you.  So I want to get to know You today.  As much as I know how, I want to ask You to come into my life and heart.  In Your name I pray, Amen.”
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