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MADE FOR A MISSION

Introduction

We've looked at God's different purposes for your life: first, life is preparation for eternity.  We’re going to do four things in heaven forever. First is worship, to know and love God.  The second is to fellowship, to learn to love each other.  The third is discipleship, to learn to become like Christ.  And the fourth was service, to learn to use my SHAPE, my abilities for God in serving Him.  

Now, the fifth purpose is You were made for a mission.   In John 17, verse 18, Jesus said this – "In the same way that you gave Me a mission in the world, I give them a mission in the world."  Just as you need a ministry in the church, you also need a mission in the world.  

In John 20:21, Jesus said, "As the Father has sent me, I am sending you."  Now, what are we being sent to do?  What is our mission?  Well, Paul is real specific.  He tell us in Acts 20, He says, "the most important thing is that I complete my mission, the work the Lord Jesus gave me” -- and that is – “to tell people the good news about God's grace.” 

So write this down: my fifth purpose is to share the Good News.  Now, there's a word for this, "evangelism.”  Evangelism is one starving person telling another starving person where to find food! Evangelism is just the Greek word for “good news.”  The Christian message is called the Gospel of Jesus Christ, the good news of Jesus: good news about what God has done in sending Jesus Christ to rescue us from our sinful, self-centered lives which hinder any relationship with God; good news of God’s forgiveness and the invitation to have an eternal life of love, purpose and hope with God.

And so the Bible says that once I know the Good News, that God loves me, has a purpose and plan for my life and all the things we've talked about, God wants me to pass it on, sharing the Good News with others.  

Now, where am I supposed to share it?  Acts 1:8, let's read it together: "You will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth."  Now, when Jesus told this to his followers, they were in Jerusalem.  So here's the point. He is saying, first, I want you to start at home.  I want you to start with the people closest to you, right there in your own city, your own community.  Then I want you to go to Judea and Samaria, that's like the county next door, and Samaritans happen to be different culturally and different racially.  

Why?  Because, God is building a family of people who love and trust Him, that are going to spend eternity with Him.  That is the whole point of history. And so God says I want family members from every nation.  And it has been God's plan all along.  This is not Mission Impossible.  This is Mission Inevitable. And God has chosen us to complete the mission that Jesus Christ started when He came to earth. This is the greatest privilege we're ever given, to be in on making history, that's what it is all about.  So how do you become a history maker?  How do you get on God's agenda and how do you let God use you to complete your mission? Well, you do three things. 
1. To complete my God-given mission, I must share with those in my world.  That's the starting point.  There's a guy who Jesus healed.  And after Jesus healed him, he wanted to travel with Jesus and in Luke 8, Jesus said to him, "’Go back home and tell people how much God has done for you.’ So that man went all over town telling how much Jesus had done for him.”  Jesus says the same thing to you.  You know where your mission starts?  Right at home, starts in your own neighborhood, in your own community.  He wants you to go to your friends, your family, your coworkers, your neighbors, anybody who crosses your path, the person who delivers the paper, helps you with gas or a clerk somewhere.  God says, "I want you to share the Good News with these people.   

Now, why don't we do this? The primary reason that we don’t talk readily about our faith in Jesus is fear – fear of the other’s reaction, fear of being rejected, fear of not being able to answer a tough question, fear that they won’t be interested. Look at the results of a survey conducted in the 1980s, about the reasons that Christians were reluctant to talk about their faith:

· No one said they didn’t care. 9% didn’t get around to it. 12% said that their own lives didn’t measure up. 28% said they didn’t know how to speak about their faith. 51% said they were afraid of what others would think of them. 

The last figure suggests that we believe people aren't interested in spiritual issues.  Nothing could be further from the truth.  Every single poll and every single survey says people are more interested in spiritual things now than they were ten years ago.  A few years ago George Gallup did a survey and discovered that 65 million Americans have no church home, but 34 million of them said they would attend if somebody would just invite them. 34 million just waiting for an invitation!  Another Gallup poll said teens would rather talk about God than sex, drugs or music.  
You see, opportunities to share the Good News really are all around us.  There is a story about an eye doctor who put the Four Spiritual Laws on the eye chart on the wall.  “Now read me that first one: ‘God loves and you has a wonderful plan for your life.’” Rick tells about a deputy sheriff in his church who accepted Christ because he stopped a member of Rick’s Church for speeding.  
Now, God wants to use you.  And there are thousands of ways that you can be a witness saying, “This is what God did for me in my life.”  You can give tapes, you can e-mail them, you can give them books, Christian books, like Purpose Driven Life.  There are all kind of tools you can use to give to people to tell them about God's love.  

The only reason your heart is still beating after you come to Christ is because God wants you to share it with people who haven't heard.  If somebody hadn't shared it with you, you'd be lost.  So God wants you to pass it on.  Look at the next verse. 2 Peter 3:9, "God doesn't want anyone to be lost, but He wants all people to change their hearts and lives!”  God is not willing that any should perish.  And as long as there's one person on earth who doesn't know the Good News, God says we’ve got to keep reaching out.  

The church that doesn't want to grow and reach out is basically saying to the world, “You can go to hell.” That's what they are saying.  And when you don't ever share your faith, you are saying to the world, “You can go to hell.  

If you want God's legacy and God's blessing on your life, you must care about what God cares about most; And that is, People: your friends and neighbors and co-workers and loved ones and relatives who don't know Jesus.  We have the best news in the world.  We have to share it.  

2. To complete my God-given mission I must dare to reach beyond my world. Love demands I move beyond my comfort zone to people with different background, different education, different language, and different economics.  You see, our mission has such eternal consequences, heaven and hell, that we must be willing to risk anything to get the message out.  The Bible says this in I Corinthians 9: "Whatever each person is like, I try to find common ground with him so that he will let me tell him about Christ and let Christ save him."  In other words, I just don't hang out with people like me. Christians are called to build bridges, not walls.  We're to reach out to others.  God expects us to make the first move.  In fact, over and over again God says it in one word: "Go."  I want you to go.  You can't spell “God” without “go.”  You can't spell “Good News” without “go.”  You can't spell “gospel” without “go.”  You have to go!  

Galatians 6:2, "Stoop down and reach out to those who were oppressed.  Share their burdens, and so complete Christ's law."  What is Christ's law?  Love your neighbor as yourself.  This includes unbelievers and the downtrodden. Our church is engaged in missions to some of these groups. Also here at Seoul Union, fortunately, we have some members who are reaching beyond themselves. They are not just telling their friends, they are reaching out to people who are different from themselves.  
What it really boils down to is about a human heart, one individual man, one individual woman who says, "I may not understand everything that is happening, But I know God is tugging at my heart.  I’m not going to hide in the crowd anymore.  I’m not going to bail out.  Today I am going to decide to make a difference in my world; and I am going to walk out here to reach beyond myself and share the good news of God's love.  I’m going to do that today.” 

One day we're going to stand before God and He's going to do an audit of our lives, and He's going to judge if we really learned to love or if it was just all talk.  

One day Fulton Sheen, the famous Catholic bishop, was in a leper colony over in Africa, and he was repulsed by these open cancerous sores on the lives of everybody laying there in the dirt.  And he walked by one man laying there. He not only had leprosy, but he had a bunch of other skin diseases too, and his wounds – open, pussy wounds on his legs.  And as Fulton Sheen leaned over to talk to him, the cross that he was wearing on a chain around his neck broke.  The chain broke and it fell into that open wound. He said, “You know, for a minute I was just repulsed.  I wanted to just kind of step back.  And then all of a sudden I was filled. I was overcome with love for this person who had nothing.” He said, “I reached into the sore and I took up the cross.” That, ladies and gentlemen, is what Christianity is all about.  It is about healing broken, messed up lives. Now, I’m not going to kid you, if you get involved in your mission in the world, it is going to cost you.  It will.  It is going to break you out of self-centeredness and comfortable things, and it is going to cost you time and energy and effort and money and maybe even your privacy sometimes; but God has promised eternal rewards.  

Look at the next verse.  “Jesus replied, ‘Let me assure you that no one has ever given up anything for love of Me and to tell others the Good News” – that's the mission – “who won't be given back” – read it with me –  “a hundred times over.’” Now, God does not lie.  That's 10,000% interest on your investment.  You're not going to get those rates anywhere in the world, 10,000% interest!  God says, “Whatever you do for me is not in vain.”  
3. To complete my God-given mission, I must care about the whole world. I share with my world.  I dare to reach beyond my world.  And then I care about the whole world.  And we have to care because God cares about the whole world.  This is going to take you to a new level of spiritual maturity. Mark 16, verse 15: “Jesus said to His followers, ‘Go everywhere in the world and tell the Good News to everyone.’”  He's talking to just normal followers.  If you're a Christian, Jesus said, “Follow Me, and I'll make you a fisher of men.”  If you're not fishing, you're not following.  He says to His followers, go everywhere, because everybody deserves to hear the Good News.  

When He said it to His disciples, they didn't even have the ships to get across to other continents.  In those days, they had two means of transportation, walk or donkey, maybe a camel.  Now, today, we have ships, and planes and trains and automobiles and buses; and with the internet, the world has even gotten smaller.  You can communicate to all the world from your home, from your den, from your bedroom. It has never been easier to fulfill your mission.  
You know what I've discovered? People all around the world are hungry for the Good News.  Everybody needs Jesus.  They may mask it.  They may pretend and put up barriers, but in your heart, you're empty without God and you know it.  There's a song that Steve Green sings that says, “Across the street or around the world, the mission is still the same, proclaim and live the truth in Jesus’ name.”  You want to really start living?  Look at this next verse.  “If you insist on saving your life, you will lose it.  Only those who throw their lives away for My sake and the sake of the Good News” – that's your mission – “will ever know what it means to really live.”  Fulfilling your mission is the secret of a fulfilled life.
Conclusion

Is anybody going to be in heaven because of you?  When you get to heaven, is anybody going to say thank you, thank you for telling me the Good News?  You knew it and you didn't keep it a secret.  You passed it on.  This year, millions of people will go into eternity without Jesus Christ.  In the next 365 days, 54 million people in the world will die; most of them will go into eternity without Jesus Christ.  Those numbers are almost too difficult for me to bear.  If we care, we must share. Perhaps this could be your life verse: Acts 13:36.  “David served God's purposes in his own time.”  
That's my prayer for you.  As we come to the close of 40 days, this next week, after our celebration, my prayer is that you will serve God's purpose in your generation, in your time.  I can't think of a better thing to have on your tombstone: “She served God's purpose in her time,” “He served God's purpose in his generation.” What is more important than that: doing what God put you on earth to do?  And that's my prayer for you and it is my prayer for me; that people will be able to say it about me, that I served God's purpose in my generation.  And I want them to say it about you.  Here's the test to know if you have completed your mission or not. Are you still alive?  If you're still alive, your mission is not completed.  So as we close, you’ve got four possible responses.  You can say like Moses, “Who me?” Or you can say like Jonah, "Not me."  Or you can say it like Habakkuk, "Why me?"  Or you can say like Isaiah, "Send me."  

The most dangerous prayer you can pray is "God use me."  I dare you to say it.  Do you have enough courage to say, "God use my life"?  Watch what happens!  Little becomes much when you put it in the Master's hand.  Let's bow our heads. 

Father, as I looked out on these faces in this service, I know you're calling all of us to accept our mission from you, and I pray you'll give people the courage to do the right thing and not walk away in disobedience.  Thank you for the privilege of being invited to be a part of the greatest cause, the building of your family and to be a history maker.  

Now, you pray.  Say, "Father, more than anything else, I want to fulfill the purposes you made me for.  So today, I accept this fifth purpose, my mission to tell others.  I want you to use me any time, any way, any place.  I want to bring others to you.  I want to serve your purpose in my generation.  And I want to be a part of what you're doing in the world.  From this day forward, I want to build my life around Your eternal purposes, and I want to help our church do the same.  Help me to reach one more for Jesus.  In your name I pray.  Amen.”
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