
Week 7: WHAT HAVE WE LEARNED?
Introduction

It's hard to believe we're at the end of 40 days.  We are going to look at what we have learned over the last 40 days. 
The Bible says in Deuteronomy 11:2, "Remember today what you have learned about the Lord through your experiences with Him."  

So what have we learned ABOUT GOD?  
We've learned is that it's all about God, not me.  The Bible says in Hebrews 2:10, "God is the one who made all things and all things are for His glory.  He wanted to have many children share His glory.”  We began by saying the purpose of your life is far greater than your happiness, your personal fulfillment, your success, your dreams or ambitions.  We were made by God and for God and until you understand that, life doesn't make sense.  Col.1:16 "Everything got started in Him and finds its purpose in Him.”  Now, this is the most basic truth you have to learn about life; when you understand that, it changes everything: your priorities and your perspective and a lot of other things.  

 . . . ABOUT LIFE?

1. We learned that life is preparation for eternity. This is the meaning of life.  The Bible tells us in Ecclesiastes 3:11.  “God has planted eternity in the human heart.”  Every one of us looks forward to an eternity, but the purpose driven life helps to prepare us for that eternity that we're looking forward to, to get us ready for what God wants to do in our lives.  Once you understand that, that you were made to last forever that proves your significance, above anything else in this world.  There's no job/relationship, that can give you significance above the fact that you were made to last forever, the fact that God loves me.  Understanding this will change your perspective; and give you priorities to live for.  

2. We’ve learned that we’re put on earth for 5 purposes. Proverbs 16:4, “The Lord has made everything for His purpose.”

· I was planned For God's pleasure.  The Bible word for that is "worship."  
· I was formed for God's family.  And the Bible word for that is "fellowship."  
· I was created to become like Christ. And the Bible word for that is "discipleship," becoming like Jesus Christ.  
· And then the fourth purpose, I was shaped to serve God.  The Bible word for that is "ministry," that’s what God made me for. 
· Then the last purpose, the fifth purpose, I was made for a mission.  And the Bible word for that is "evangelism."  

The point is that God has made us to live for His purposes. And when I get a hold of God's five purposes for my life, when you get a hold of that for your life, your life will never be the same, life begins to make sense.  

 . . .  ABOUT SPIRITUAL GROWTH?
        1.  We learned that we grow through making commitments. You're not going to grow just coming church.  You have to act on what you learn. The Bible says in James 2:17, "Faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action is dead."  You can go to church the rest of your life; if you don't do anything about it, it does you no good.  

Now, almost all of us have made significant commitments in the last 40 days.  Several of you committed to serving on the leadership team, and several others who were working behind the scenes: SS facilitators, ushers, preparing meals, etc. I have also received at least names of 33 people willing to serve in one or more areas of ministry here at SUCh. Also, 76 people attended SS class in the last 40 days and 50 in home groups. And then 18 new people who have never served anywhere in SUCh signed up for ministry.  That to me is a major step of commitment. 
But the point is we grow not by sitting and listening. We grow by making commitments, and the people who have grown the most in the last 40 days are those who stepped up. 
2. We also grow through fellowship. God's plan always involves other people.  You cannot grow on your own.  So you got to get with other people. In fact, I want to ask everybody who was in a group during 40 Days, would you just show by hands, if you were in a group?  I want to you read this verse with me.  Proverbs 27.  “As iron sharpens iron, so people can improve each other."  I want to ask you a question: How many of you would say I grew more with other people than I would have on my own.  Can I see your hands?  
Now, this is why we're never going to stop talking about small groups in this church, until every SUCh attendee is connected, because you cannot grow without other people.  And those of you who are new to SUCh or just didn't get in a group, we're starting new groups in January, and I’m coming after you! [Ask for volunteers to continue small groups, new small group material, etc.]

Look at this next verse, Philippians 4:9, let's read it aloud together.  “Keep on doing the things that you have learned and received and heard, and the God of peace will be with you.”  He's saying, “Why would you stop doing what helps you the most?” You need to stay in a group.  Now, you have three options: you can stay in the group you're in, Or you can join a new group;   you can start a new group.  

Look at this verse on your screen, it’s Hebrews 10:25. "We should not stop gathering together with other believers.  Instead, we must continue to encourage each other even more."  Why?  Because we grow through fellowship.  I received some letters and want to read 2 of them:  

ABOUT COMMUNITY?

We learned that people are hungry for spiritual truth.  The fact is the world is hungry to know God's love, to know God's purpose.  And the big myth is that they are not interested. There are several hundreds of expats in Seoul without Christ. We have the opportunity to reach them for Jesus wherever we are. Look what the Jesus said in John 4, "Look around you!  Vast fields of human souls are ripening all around us and they are ready now for reaping."  God will use you if you're available.    

NOW WHERE ARE WE GOING FROM HERE?
1. Start living what you have learned.  Put it into practice. All the knowledge in the world is worthless unless we practice it.  John 13: "Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do them."  The blessing doesn't come in knowing the purposes of life.  The blessing comes in doing the purposes of life. 
You know what life is all about.  And God says you can't go back to the old way of living for things, living for pleasure, living for fun, living for prestige, living for success.  You can't go back to that. Why?  Because you know the meaning of life now.  So he says you have a live responsibly.  
2. Pass it on.  One of the most fundamental truths I learned right after I gave my life to Christ was this, and it changed my life: you only keep what you give away.  And you will not retain the things you have learned unless you pass them on.  God doesn't want you to be a reservoir.  He wants you to be a funnel. He wants you to be a straw.  There's almost nothing that God won't do for the person that says, “God, I’m a straw.  Use me to bless other people.”  And if you pass it on to others, you share a truth, you write it in a letter, you send an e-mail, you send them a tape, you give them a book, you bring them to church, whatever you do, you pass it on, then you'll keep growing, and I won't be worried about you. 

As we close, I want to say this again, I’m so proud of all of you.  We took a big risk and it is amazing to see what the Lord has done. Romans 1:8 is a verse I think of when I think about you: “I thank my God through Jesus Christ for every one of you because the news of your faith is spreading throughout the whole world.”  God has been faithful and gracious to us during these 40 days and what is our response?  Two responses: gratitude and humility.  God, we're grateful and God, we humble ourselves before you.  And we're going to trust you to lead us as you lead us on.  

As we close in this service, I want us to read this aloud together as a prayer as a church family.  Let's read it aloud together. Let's start with "Since life." Read it with me. 

“Since life is preparation for eternity, I want to use my time on earth fulfilling God's five purposes for me.  I was planned for God's pleasure,” that's worship, “so I will use this day to get to know and love God better.  I was formed for God's family,” that's fellowship, “so I will use this day to show love to other believers.  I was created to become like Christ,” that's discipleship, “so I will use this day to make choices to grow my character.  I was shaped to serve God,” that's ministry, “so I will use this day to serve God by serving others.  I was made for a mission,” that's evangelism, “so I will use this day to share the Good News.” AMEN
***************************
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