[image: image1.png]


[image: image2.png]


[image: image3.png]


[image: image4.png]


[image: image5.png]


[image: image6.jpg]




December 17:
 
“But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, are only a small village among all the people of Judah. Yet a ruler of Israel will come from you, one whose origins are from the distant past.”  Micah 5:2
One of the plays I love to teach is “The Second Shepherd’s Play,” a medieval English play. It has two stories in it; the first part is about three poor shepherds forgiving Mak, the sheep stealer, and the second part is about the three shepherds, like three wise men, going to Bethlehem to greet baby Jesus. In the first part, the shepherds toss Mak in the blanket, instead of beating him to death as it was the custom at that time, when they find out that Mak stole their sheep. In the second part, when the shepherds go to Bethlehem, they bring a bird, a bob of cherry, and a ball as gifts to baby Jesus. 

The story has enduring and endearing subjects of overcoming human mischief with gentleness and giving the most precious to our Savior. What we see here is not exactly the same as what we see in the Bible, but the story reveals who Jesus is and how humble and gentle He is. Unlike most of our worldly heroes and celebrities, Jesus is known for His humility, spiritual wisdom, and gentleness. Jesus is often compared to a lamb in the Bible, and He says that little children will enter the kingdom of heaven (Matthew 18:3-4).

Micah tells that the origin of our savior, Jesus Christ, is from a small town in Israel. Bethlehem may be a small town but it is definitely one of the most famous places in the world nowadays. Moreover, we Christians have a special place in our heart for Jesus. Celebrating the birth of humble and gentle Jesus, we are encouraged to share the Good News of salvation in Jesus Christ with others.
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