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December 21:
Temptations are Common to Us All…

“No temptation has seized you except what is common to man.  And God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear.  But when you are tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you can stand up under it.”  1 Corinthians 10:13 (NIV)
 

It’s tempting to…write little; quit too soon; give up now.

I am tempted with the shortcut, because the long path is filled with humbling hardships, sweating & straining, and alas, no guarantees.

But the shortcut seems a quicker & surer way to success…or at least to release (from pain, sadness, loneliness, desperation, poverty, hurt, exhaustion…).

But is the success visible, in the shortcut a wispy phantom?  

Is there reason to hope, to believe God’s faithfulness might include a “better success”… just beyond sight, around the bend, if I choose the long route of patient, persevering obedience?

I didn’t ask for this temptation (you say).  No one ever does. 

These Bible guys (below) didn’t.  

Some crashed & burned.  Some persevered & won God’s approval.  Here’s my challenge to anyone:

Match the names with the temptation(s) they confronted & a Bible reference, and determine their outcome (crash or win).  
Email me your answers in any format; 1st correct answer wins a cool prize; seoulmates5@hotmail.com.

People: Abraham & Lot / Ananias & Sapphira / Balaam / Daniel / David / Demas / Jesus / Joseph / Noah / Peter / Simon the sorcerer /

Temptations: personal power / faith amidst doubters / worldly possessions / position & riches / fame & recognition / sex outside of marriage

Bible refs: Acts 5, Acts 8; Matt 14; 2Tim 4:10; Daniel 1; Jude 11,  
 2Peter 2:12; Matt 4; Genesis 13; Genesis 6

Amazing, isn’t it, that so many kinds of temptations have a common root:  enticing us to promote “self” in various forms.  God allows such trials so that when (by HIS power) we “win,” then it is His Son in us that is promoted instead.

Gary Small
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