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December 22:
God's Protection

“‘Because He loves me,’ says the Lord,

‘I will rescue him; I will protect him, for he acknowledges my name.’”

Psalm 91:14 (NIV)

In 1987 I joined a team of college students on a leadership cruise called “Venture for Christ's Vision.”  There were fifty of us who traveled around the world in six weeks.  Our purpose was to see and experience God at work around the world.  One of our destinations was Thailand.  While in Thailand our group hiked to a small village where we helped some missionaries with a Vacation Bible School.  I have vivid memories of sleeping on bamboo beds in bamboo huts and eating Thai food.  There were no modern conveniences.  By the time our visit was over the rains had come and our only option for the ten miles of rugged trails down the mountain was to walk.  Our group set out on the morning of departure trudging through mud on twisting, slippery trails down the mountainside.  We had no maps, no rain boots and no umbrellas.  Some people decided to use banana leafs as umbrellas as we headed out by foot with our team leaders leading the way.

On our journey a friend and myself got separated from the larger group and it wasn't long before we realized we were lost in the jungle.  It became clear to my friend and I that we were not going to be able to meet everyone at the bottom of the mountainside at the designated meeting time and place.  Five to ten minutes went by as we tried to figure out which trail to take.  While we were pondering our situation two village men came upon us.  They could not speak English and we could not speak Thai, but we were able to communicate via crude sign language that we were lost.  At the time we were not entirely sure that they understood us but we knew we had to trust someone to help us. So, I took a deep breath, and we followed them down the mountainside.  They led us down trails we had never seen before.  I wondered if we were going to make it and prayed silently that we would find our way.  It seemed like they were guiding us on legitimate short cuts but we were not 100% sure at the time.  We put our doubts away and continued.  I praise God that we were reconnected with our group at the right place and on time.  Looking back it is very clear to us that God had been protecting us the whole way.  I praise God for rescuing us that day.

We all have a need for protection at one time or another.  Your need for protection may not look the same as my need for protection, but they are both legitimate.  Are you in need of protection during this season?  God can rescue you.

Prayer:  Dear God, Thank you for this special season when we celebrate your son's birth.  I praise you for providing eternal protection.  You know all of our needs.  You know our fears and you can work in impossible situations.  I pray that you would provide protection for__________________.  In Jesus name, Amen.

Debbie Dehaven (2004)
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