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December 25: 
God’s Love
“Those whom I love, I rebuke and discipline. So be earnest, and repent.”  Revelation 3:19 (NIV)

During this advent season with family, school, and work schedules filled with meetings, parties, programs, and other events, have you ever asked yourself, “Why did God do it?” We all have, and the “pat” answer – “Because He loved us.”

As a teacher I have received a variety of gifts from my students. Some beautiful, some delicious, some useful, and some I wondered about. One particular year I had a little girl in my class, a very bright, busy child with no sense of time, space, and boundaries. The verse in Revelation 3:19a “Those whom I love I rebuke and discipline…” I spent my days working with her – tough love – Remember when your parents would say, “This hurts me more than you?” I prayed a lot those first months of school wondering if I was getting through to her. You see Gracie didn’t have much love and care at home. She actually didn’t have much at all…

Gracie learned to read and her self-confidence grew. She slowly realized I cared – what a change in attitude, and with it she developed zeal and a zest for learning. In December because of Gracie’s situation, we talked in class about what it meant to give, the reason for giving, and how can we best show our appreciation to those we care about. That year I received some of the most well-planned, thoughtful, homemade gifts from the heart. I treasured them all, but the one from Gracie was the most special. “Ms. Kyle, I was digging though the garbage…and I found an angel. I cleaned it all up and fixed it. Here open it,” she explained as any first grader would. I carefully opened the box, not sure what I would find – and sure enough, inside was an angel all fixed up with a note:

“Thank you Miss Kyle for loving me and helping me.  I am sorry I am sometimes trouble.”

So why did God do it?

God LOVED us.

The word “advent” means “coming” or “arrival.” The focus of the entire season is the gift of Christ’s birth. It is celebrating the declaration that our Lord Jesus Christ, the eternal Son of God, became man for our salvation. 

“I love you….”

Those whom I love I rebuke and discipline. (Rev. 3:19a)

“I sent my Son…”

For God so loved the world, He gave… (John 3:16a)

“So be earnest, and repent…”

Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door…”(Rev.3:20a)

Again, why DID God do it?

GOD LOVED US!

And as God carefully unwraps the package of your life, what will your note say?

“Thank you Heavenly Father for loving me and helping me.  I am sorry I am sometimes trouble.”

Lynnette Kyle (2004)
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