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December 26: 
 “Suddenly, the angel was joined by a vast host of others—the armies of heaven—praising God and saying, “Glory to God in highest heaven, and peace on earth to those with whom God is pleased.”  Luke 2:13-14
Did you ever consider that heaven has need of armies?  Surely in heaven no such armies are needed.  No indeed, for the battlefield is not heaven, but earth.  And in Luke 2 we have scripture telling us of a vast host, assembled to sing about the first physical coming of Christ to this battlefield.  They knew the importance of the event.  They knew that Christ’s sacrifice would be the master-weapon against the enemy. 

In the last century many earthly armies have fought to bring peace to places like Europe, Korea, Vietnam, Iraq, and Afghanistan.  A key part of any battle plan is to win the “hearts and minds” of those being liberated so that they might take up the cause and fight alongside the soldiers. 

Is it really any different for those in Christ’s kingdom?  We are also called to take up the sword (God’s Word) and to give our “hearts and minds” completely to this fight for the souls of the lost.  Victory for Christ’s kingdom is assured, but eternal survival is not assured for those who haven’t found their way to God through Christ.  We must join the heavenly armies of angels fighting on their behalf and encourage the lost to join us.  Our commander came as a baby two thousand years ago, died willingly in a later battle, rose again, and now gives us our orders, “Go into all the world and make disciples.” 

This Christmas season, we celebrate the human birth of our King and the beginning of the master-stroke that ensured victory for heaven’s armies.  Our army seeks “peace on earth” just as some earthly armies do.  As you do battle today on your knees in prayer, pray specifically for the lost souls you are fighting for.  And say an extra prayer for those men and women who protect our freedom and physical safety by risking their own lives in the armed services. Many thousands of them are unable to be with their own families this Christmas.
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