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December 27: 
“But when the right time came, God sent his Son, born of a woman, subject to the law. God sent him to buy freedom for us who were slaves to the law, so that he could adopt us as his very own children.”  Galatians 4:4
Jesus was God incarnate. He watched the creation of the universe, saw the planets put in orbit, and heard Adam and Eve take their first breaths. Yet He came down from glorious heaven to be born into a poor carpenter’s family and live His life subject to the law. 

Throughout Christ’s life, He was careful to learn and follow the Law of Moses. As a boy, He would have been taught the same prayers, memorized the same scripture, and observed the same holy days as any other devote Jewish family. And even while He challenged the Pharisees and Sadducees, He still followed the law. As He said to His followers at the Sermon on the Mount, “Don’t think that I have come to destroy the Law of Moses or the teaching of the prophets. I have not come to destroy them but to bring about what they said.” (Matthew 5:17)

Since the creation of Adam and Eve, men had lived their lives under the law of God. Adam and Eve had one very simple rule they were expected to obey and when they did not follow it, they were separated from God. After Moses led the Israelites out of Egypt, the law became much more complex, and the punishments got more complicated as well. The world was in an age of judgment. With sin came punishment, it was that simple.

In order for justice to be done for our sin, it had to be an inside job. Justice had to be served in the system, not outside. That’s why Christ was born into the same system of law that we were expected to follow. He lived under the law and was sinless. As a sinless man, He hung on the cross taking the final punishment for us. 

The law still exists, but the condemnation was taken care of by what Christ did. Rather than live in an age of judgment, we live in an age of grace. The law is a guide for us, it tells us what God says is right or wrong, but we are not slaves to it. We know that we can ask for forgiveness, and He will cover us with Grace.

While we were once slaves of the law, Christ turned us into children of God. Instead of turning His back on us because of our sin, God will cleanse us in the blood of Jesus, pardon our sins, and take us as His own children.

As you pray today, thank God for covering our sin with grace and forgiveness.

Lonna Lutze
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