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December 29: 
Confidently Hanging On
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“We have come to share in Christ, if we hold firmly to the end the confidence we had at first.”   Hebrews 3:14

Remember when you first asked Jesus into you heart…you saw the world in a new way.  You had a new perspective.  You had an insatiable desire to know Him better and the walk with Him daily.  You trusted Him: you had faith in Him, you had confidence in Him.   And then the daily grind of life took its toll…

Last summer when Barbara and I returned to our home in Colorado, we were both confronted with the same realization—we have way too much stuff !  We had really enjoyed the simplicity of our small apartment in Seoul last year.  And as the reverse culture shock wore off, we had to ponder where we have been placing our confidence.  

Rick Warren challenges us “…to ask ourselves: Am I going to live for possessions? Popularity? Am I going to be driven by pressures? Guilt?  Bitterness?  Materialism? Or Am I going to be driven by God’s purposes for my life?”  Thoughtfully, we had to admit that in many ways, we had made idols of these very things.  Jonah’s reflection in the belly of the whale, “ …those who cling to worthless idols forfeit the grace that could be theirs,”  (Jonah 2:8) challenges us to place our confidence in Jesus and hang on tightly to Him—and not the things of this world.  

As we begin this New Year, let us resolve by His grace to: 

· Set aside the worthless idols of our lives

· With confidence draw close to Jesus, the only possession we really need

· To daily walk with Him, talk with Him, and learn from Him

· And with childlike confidence, entrust every detail of our lives to Him      

For my dear brothers and sisters, I am “…confident of this, that He who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.”  Philippians 1:6

Blessings to you all.

John White
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