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December 3:
“For the Son of Man came to find and restore the lost.”  Luke 19:10
“Zaccheus was a wee little man, a wee little man was he…”  Perhaps you remember singing this song as a child.  When I think of Zaccheus, usually all I recall is that he was short and had to climb a tree to see Jesus walking by.  What I forget is that he was also a very despised man.  For you see, he was a Jew, but also a wealthy tax collector for the Romans.  He worked for the enemy and took money from his own people to give to their oppressors.  Most tax collectors of that time took extra money for themselves.  He probably got some very dirty looks as he walked the city streets of Jericho doing his business.  I can imagine the comments muttered as he went by:  “There goes that sell-out Zaccheus again.”  “He’s not a real Jew, just a no-good thief.”  “Mr. Big Shot has to make up for his small size by walking around with Roman soldiers to steal our money.”  Zaccheus would have been nearly friendless, likely paranoid to walk around alone, and probably felt guilty for the line of work he was in.  No wonder he was excited when the celebrity Jesus announced He would dine with Zaccheus that very day.  Jesus put His own reputation at risk by doing so, but that was often His way.  Jesus was willing to accept Zaccheus when other Jews would not.  Jesus even went so far as to proclaim publicly that Zaccheus was a son of Abraham.   Zaccheus, who probably had a bit of an identity crisis, was being reinstated into the family of God’s chosen people.   Jesus was giving him salvation and restoring his identity all at once.  And just in case those within earshot wondered if Jesus had any right to say these things to Zaccheus, Jesus went on to proclaim Himself the “Son of Man,” a title that every Jew would instantly recognize.  Jesus was claiming to be their long-awaited Messiah, with the power to save.

Do you ever have an identity crisis?  Perhaps you wonder where your life is going as Zaccheus must have.  Your true purpose can only be found in one person, your Savior, who came to “find and restore” us all.  If you seek Him, as Zaccheus did in a sycamore tree, Christ, ever full of grace, will meet your need and make your purpose clear.

Jon Hill
Seoul Union Church
2007 Advent Devotional


