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December 31: 
“But consider the joy of those corrected by God!

Do not despise the discipline of the Almighty when you sin.

For though he wounds, he also bandages.

He strikes, but his hands also heal.”
Job 5:17-18

Being corrected.  It speaks of fallibility, which for most of us, is not what we like to think about ourselves.  We would rather see ourselves as well-meaning, well-intentioned, kind, and thoughtful people who have the appearance of being good.  If we are honest, however, much of what we do is self-serving and our motives at times less than pure.  We may speak words of kindness but often our attitudes and actions betray us.  

But being flawed is one thing...most of us are under no illusion as to our lack of perfection.  What is more troubling is our openness to and acceptance of correction.  We definitely don’t like to hear it from others whom we are quick to judge as flawed themselves and therefore not worth listening to.  Frequently, we lash out in retaliation and bitterness.  God’s correction, however, is a different matter.  We lie open and transparent before an all-knowing God.  In a very real sense, the pain of His correction hurts more because it speaks to the core of our being.  Like David we can only say, “Against You and you only, have I sinned and done this evil in your sight, so that you are proved right when you speak and justified when you judge.” Psalm 51:4 (NIV)

While individual acts may precipitate the discipline of God, what is at issue is the love relationship that is broken.  For God, the pain we experience through correction is an act of mercy, wooing us back to love and back to intimacy.  He pursues us even as He corrects us.  It is only our pride that rebuffs His discipline.  Our choice of accepting or rejecting His correction will lead us either to joy, or to bitterness and disillusion.

Joy in correction seems to be nonsensical in human terms but, as we see, God Himself through Christ acts as a wounded healer, loving us back to Himself.  We can know that the pain of the moment will just as surely be supplanted by the joy that comes from restored intimacy with Christ. 

Prayer:  Lord, forgive us our pride which so easily pushes aside Your hand of correction.  We find ourselves so easily drawn to our own wishes and desires.  Give us hearts that love You and seek You first.  

Jack Moon






Seoul Union Church
2007 Advent Devotional


