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December 4:
“I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me.  The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.”  Galatians 2:20 (NIV)
WHAT IS IT THAT WE LIVE FOR? It is a question that shoots straight to the heart of every man and woman. From the year 55 A.D., when Paul was reported to have written Galatians, to 2007 the question has nagged at us as a people. Paul certainly understood the dramatic changes that can be applied to a life when we are willing to give ourselves wholly to God. As Paul said “I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me.” (v. 20) On the road to Damascus Paul came face to face with the question…What is it that we live for? Have you asked yourself this question in recent days? Do so, it is a humbling experience. As a teacher I have found that I need to ask this question of myself often and ask my students to consider it in their own lives.

Recently I read about two, very different, men who grappled with this question in their lives. Author Charles Handy in his book The Hungry Spirit recalls the death of his father. Handy said, “I thought of my father as a quiet and rather ordinary man, albeit kind and loving. He was rector of a small protestant parish in Ireland for 40 years. He was punctual in his work and sincere in his beliefs, which were Christian. When my father died, I was staggered by the numbers who came to say farewell to this quiet man and the emotion which they showed. He had clearly affected the lives of hundreds of people in ways I had never imagined.” Handy’s father had known WHO he was living for throughout his life and had embodied the second half of Galatians 2:20 “the life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.” Do you understand the influence your life has on those that surround you every day?

On the other end of the pendulum from Handy is Cincinnati Reds outfielder Josh Hamilton who recently wrote an article in ESPN magazine entitled “I’m proof that HOPE is never lost.” Hamilton chronicled a life that started out focused on baseball success, got off track and spiraled downward into a hole of guilt, depression and addiction. It was through the help of people who loved him and his willingness to turn to Christ and fully embrace Galatians 2:20 in his life:  Hamilton says “How am I here? It’s a God thing…..it is the only explanation.” Hamilton goes on to articulate what he lives for…“my mission is to be the ray of hope, the guy who stands up and lets people know it’s never completely hopeless, no matter how bad it seems at the time. Alone, I couldn’t win this battle. With Jesus, I couldn’t lose.”

Hamilton couldn’t have interpreted Galatians 2:20 any more clearly. As Paul writes in Philippians 1:21 “To live is Christ.” As we enter this advent season the question remains: What is it that we are living for?

Prayer:  Lord, help us to live our lives centered on you with a purpose and a passion that spills into every area of our lives.  AMEN
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