[image: image1.png]


[image: image2.png]


[image: image3.png]


[image: image4.png]


[image: image5.png]


[image: image6.png]


[image: image7.jpg]


[image: image8.png]




December 5:
Simeon’s Song

Luke 2:28-33

“Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying:

   ‘Sovereign Lord, as you have promised,

       You now dismiss your servant in 

            Peace.

   For my eyes have seen your salvation,

        Which you have prepared in the sight

             Of all people,

   A light for revelation to the Gentiles

         And for glory to your people Israel.’
The child’s father and mother marveled at what was said about him.”   Luke 2:28-33

“For my eyes have seen your salvation” takes on new meaning when we know that Yeshua, Jesus’ name in Hebrew, translates literally to ‘salvation.’  How tender the encounter becomes when we realize that old, wizened Simeon is holding God’s salvation; God’s own little Yeshua.  It’s almost as if God told Simeon, his faithful servant, to “just wait a bit…you have to see my baby son.  You have to hold him.  He will be so much to so many people; to all people.”  No wonder all three of them stood there and marveled at that sweet, tiny baby.


God, through Simeon’s song, invites us to marvel as well at the gift of grace that we have received.  We are summoned to surpass all boundaries, whether they are cultural, racial or gender-based, and share that gift with everyone in our path.

In the famous Christmas hymn we sing every year, Joy to the World, we are reminded of Simeon’s song when we hear the lines, “Let earth receive her king.  Let every heart prepare him room.”  Yeshua came for a place in every heart.  Is there room in the inn; in our heart?  For God so loved the world…

Prayer:  Father God, thank you for showing us, through the encounter with Simeon how faithful you are.  Be with us as we venture out and reveal your gift to all those we encounter.  May all people come to know your love and grace through your son, Jesus Christ.  Amen.
Pam Arzel (2003)
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