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December 6:
“For his anger lasts only a moment, but his favor lasts a lifetime! Weeping may last through the night, but joy comes with the morning.”  Psalm 30:5

God’s anger is short and temporary. His favor is long-lasting, even for a lifetime. This means that we can be forgiven for evil, for sin, for mistakes, for coming up short to God’s direction or plan. But, we can never lose God’s favor. No one or no thing can take away the favor of God.

God wants only good things for us. That is why His favor lasts a lifetime. He is quick to forgive us because

1. He is merciful by nature

2. Jesus already paid the price for our sins; we just need to ask for and thank Him for His forgiveness

3. He loves us so much. As a matter of fact, He is love.

According to I Corinthians 13:4-7, “Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.”

We all know the famous words of John 3:16…”For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.” But, don’t stop there. Because the next verse (17) says “For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him.” God is constantly looking for ways to help us, not condemn us.

We all want good things for the people we love…our family, our friends, ourselves. God spends His time and effort on expressing love and favor, not anger. Is this how we treat our “loved ones”?

· Do we forgive our spouse for things he or she does?

· Have we forgiven our parents for things we disagree with? Or, are we still holding on to some old disappointments?

· Have we forgiven our kids for acting differently that we want them to? Or, for choosing different paths in life than we think are best?

Now, is the best time to forgive…to drop the anger…show some favor…show your love! We all need to learn to be quick to forgive, like God. If you do this, your weeping will end and your rejoicing can begin. So, too, for your family and friends. They can rejoice instead of cry.

So, I ask, challenge, and offer to you the opportunity to give up anger and replace it with love. Your reward will be rejoicing instead of weeping…both, for you and the people you love. 

Who knows? If you forgive others...maybe, God will forgive you…Ask Him. The price has already been paid through Jesus Christ. There is no maybe. There is no doubt. Of course, He will forgive…because God is love. He is merciful. And Jesus has already paid the price.
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