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December 8:

Rejoicing in Sadness
“Come, let us sing for joy to the Lord; let us shout aloud to the Rock of our salvation.  Let us come before him with thanksgiving and extol him with music and song.  For the Lord is the great God, the great King above all gods.”  Psalm 95: 1-3


The day had come for me to move out of Shenzhen, China after living there for three years. I had established close friends; ones whom I know I will never forget. That morning I did my quiet time with God as I always did, and I cried out to Him. “Lord,” I prayed, “You see my heart and know how I feel about this move. I am going to miss my friends so much and I need Your help to move on. Show me why You want me to move and what Your purpose is for me. Give me peace and mend my broken heart. In Your name I pray, Amen.” Immediately after my prayer, I felt God’s mighty hand of peace touch my heart and somehow, I knew that God was going to see me through and that everything would be alright. 


The Lord has blessed me in so many ways; ways that I never knew He could bless me in. As I look back to Shenzhen, I know that I had fulfilled God’s purpose for me there, and He had used me to bless others around me. God has done so many amazing things in my life. For this, I can rejoice despite how sad I am about the move. I know that God has a plan for me here in Seoul and will use me in ways that I can never imagine. God has drawn me closer to Him and has strengthened my faith in Him because I know I can trust Him for He holds my life in His loving hands.


As Psalm 95:1-3 says, “Come, let us sing for joy to the Lord; let us shout aloud to the Rock of our salvation. Let us come before Him with thanksgiving and extol Him with music and song. For the Lord is the great God, the great King above all gods.” Let us rejoice and praise our Father in heaven for all He has done and is yet to do for us. Because of His unfailing love for me, I can rejoice despite my sadness and place my trust in my Father who loves me. Join me in celebration and let us sing for joy to the Lord!

Cherilyn Gan
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