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Introduction: 
Joy in God’s Faithfulness

* Why does God seem so far away?
* When will He do something for me?
* Why did He take away my loved one?
* When will the bad people get what they deserve?
* Why does my life always seem to go from bad to worse?

These are questions we often ask when confronted with hardships. It’s not wrong to ask questions, or even complain to God. The Book of Job and many of the Psalms express serious questions to God. For example, Psalm 10:1 begins rather abruptly: “Why, O LORD, do you stand far off? Why do you hide yourself in times of trouble?” God, You may be powerful and You may be personal, but why can’t I sense Your presence right now? The psalmist is expressing his frustration at the aloofness of the Almighty. The psalms are saturated with these kinds of questions.

The prophet Habakkuk whose name means, “One Who Embraces” faced the most distressing problem that human beings have to face: the great question of why God allows certain things to happen. He lived in a time very similar to our day—a time when everything was going wrong. There was great national corruption and distress, when the nation and land was filled with violence, hatred, and with outbreaks of evil (Habakkuk 1:1-4). And Habakkuk knows that the thing to do with a problem is to take it to God—and he does just that, but receives no answer and this is what perplexed the prophet.

What is the most difficult experience you have had to weather in your life this year? What event most wrenched you emotionally this year? Perhaps in your case, it might be the death of a spouse, or of a child, or of a parent; for others it might be an act of violence committed against you; for others, being ignored, rejected, or put down by someone you love; and for others, betrayal by a trusted friend or acquaintance. Think back, now: What were your thoughts toward God at that difficult time in your life? Did you pray? If so, how? With tears? With anger? With a broken and contrite heart?

As we look at our world and look at what is happening, the one thing that bothers many people and threatens their faith has been the problem of history. How can a just or loving God allow men to suffer? Why would God create us and then allow disease and starvation and all those other terrible things? 

The reason some ask such questions is because of the apparent inactivity of God. That is one of the mysterious things about God, isn't it? The poet, William Cowper, said, "God moves in a mysterious way his wonders to perform." And the ways of God are full of mystery to us. We have to recognize that there are times when we just cannot understand how God is moving. It does not seem to make sense, and the instruments He chooses are sometimes so out of the ordinary. God is so unorthodox. He is always doing things the wrong way, and picking up the wrong people and operating in the most surprising fashion. One of the things that you learn about God after you live with Him for a while is that He is always doing the unexpected. It is not because He delights to puzzle us, but because the variety of His workings are so infinite that our feeble human minds cannot grasp them.

Habakkuk came to rest with this understanding. That though the problem remains and the pressure is still there, there can be a strengthening of the inner man that makes the heart rejoice and be glad even in the midst of the difficulty. That is what Habakkuk discovered. "The Lord is my strength." And that is New Testament truth and the great secret of a Christian. Not that God takes the problem away. The world is desperately trying to find a way to get rid of the problem. But God has ordained that the problems shall remain. "In the world you have tribulation," Jesus said, "but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world." (John 16:33) The title of a book by Dr. Edman, former president of Wheaton College, gloriously sums up what a Christians' attitude should be in the midst of difficult times: "Not Somehow, But Triumphantly." Not just getting through it somehow, but triumphantly. 

“Even though the fig trees have no blossoms, and there are no grapes on the vines; even though the olive crop fails, and the fields lie empty and barren; even though the flocks die in the fields, and the cattle barns are empty, yet I will rejoice in the Lord! I will be joyful in the God of my salvation! The Sovereign Lord is my strength! He makes me as surefooted as a deer, able to tread upon the heights.” (Habakkuk 3:17-19)
Prayer:  Father, thank you that You are the God of history. No event takes place but that which is in Your program, and all things are moving in relationship to Your divine kingdom. What You have said will occur, will occur, and the record of the past corroborates it, and all the twistings and maneuverings of men will not prevent it. Lord, help us to lift our eyes to You in the midst of our problems and remember the God of our salvation, the God who is our strength, and thus find the answer right in the midst of affliction. We ask that You will make us to live this way—not somehow, but triumphantly. We ask in Christ's name. Amen.
Rev. Prince Charles Oteng-Boateng






Seoul Union Church
2007 Advent Devotional


